
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE: April 19, 2006 ITEM NO. GOAL: Coordinate Planning to Balance Infrastructure 
    
 
  
SUBJECT Scottsdale Foothills Condominiums - 6-AB-2006 

 
REQUEST Request to consider the following: 

1.   Abandon 66-foot GLO easement at the approximate location of the N. 
92nd Place alignment. 

2.   Abandon 66-foot GLO easement at the approximate location of the N. 
93nd Street alignment. 

3.   Abandon west 33-foot GLO easement at the approximate location of the 
N. 93nd Place alignment. 

4.   Abandon the north 33-foot GLO easement at the approximate location of 
the E. Friess Drive alignment. 

5.  Abandon the South 33-foot GLO easement of the E. Redbird Drive 
alignment. 

6.  Abandon the East 33-foot GLO easement of the N. 92nd Street alignment. 
 
Related Policies, References: 
123-DR-1987, 49-ZN-1984, 55-ZN-1984 
 

OWNER Scottsdale Foothills 
480-391-0669 
 

APPLICANT CONTACT Todd Kimling 
Solaris Enterprises Inc 
480-252-7526 
 

LOCATION 9259 E. Raintree Drive  
 

BACKGROUND Background. 
The subject GLO easements were established in 1957.  The GLO easements 
exist on each side of the three parcels.  The subject parcels were rezoned to   
R-5 in 1984, subsequently the development was approved by the Development 
Review Board in August 1987.  When the development was approved, the City 
did not require the abandonment of the GLO easements.  In December of 2005, 
the applicant submitted an application to convert the existing apartment 
complex into a condominium.  City staff discovered that the GLO easements 
were not abandoned and required the applicant to apply for an abandonment of 
the easements before the condominium plat can be approved. 
 
General Land Office Patent Easements (general information). 
• Within the City of Scottsdale there are General Land Office (GLO) lots or 

parcels of various sizes created by the Federal Small Tract Act. This act 
was passed in 1938 and repealed in 1976. 
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• Most GLO lots were patented with 33 feet (or sometimes 50 feet) roadway 
and public utility easements typically “as near as practicable to the exterior 
boundaries”.  

• The city has viewed these patent roadway and utility easements as assured 
access at least until a local circulation plan is established. 

• As GLO lots come in for development (i.e. lot splits, subdivisions or 
requesting building permits) staff requires city right-of-way dedications 
per our circulation plans.  The city’s transportation plan establishes a street 
system to replace the grid pattern created by the GLO easements.  

• Any patent easements in excess of the current requirements of the 
circulation plans (including trails), roadway standards, and not required to 
insure access to any other lot, may be requested to be abandoned.  

• In 1981, City Ordinance 1386 was adopted delegating the authority for the 
release of GLO easements to the Engineering Services Director. 

• On March 2, 1999, the City Council repealed Ordinance 1386 and adopted 
Ordinance 3219 which requires the abandonment of the GLO patent 
roadway easements to go through the same public hearing process 
currently used for all right-of-ways, alleys, and roadway easements.  The 
City Attorney’s office has concluded that this process for consideration of 
GLO roadway abandonment satisfies legal requirements. 

• On August 12, 2005, Arizona Revised Statute section 9-500.4 became 
effective.  This section gives the local municipality the right to abandon 
their interest in GLO patent easements, and concurs with the city’s 
position on abandonment of GLO patent easements. 

 
The subject GLO roadway easements were reserved on the original patent deed 
to assure legal access.  Currently the GLO easements exist across the land of 
n improved multi-family development. a

 
Zoning. 
The site is zoned R-5, a Multiple-Family Residential Zoning District that 
llows high density attached residential developments. a

 
Context. 
The lots that have the easements contain a multi-family residential apartment 
complex approved in 1987.  The development fronts onto E. Raintree Drive to 

nd t to the West.   the North, and N. 92  Stree
Adjacent Us  Zoning: es and

• North  Existing office complex zoned C-O  
   (Commercial Office).   

• South   Existing multi-family apartment complex 
   zoned R-5 (Multiple-Family Residential). 

• East  Existing multi-family apartment complex 
   zoned R-5 (Multiple-Family Residential). 

• West  Existing multi-family residential townhouse 
   development zoned R-4 (Townhouse  
   Residential District).   

 
There are six approved GLO abandonment cases located between the Loop 
101 Freeway to N. 96th Street and from Thunderbird Road north to Hillery 
Way. 
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APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Goal/Purpose of Request. 
This request is to abandon all GLO easements in their entirety located on lots 
21, 22, and 23. 
 
Key Issues. 
CITY IMPACT: 

• Maintains consistency with city street standards as approved by the 
City of Scottsdale’s Transportation Department. 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD IMPACT: 

• The surrounding properties all have existing access.  Walls, structures 
and buildings historically exist within, and around the GLO 
easements in this area. 

 
PROPERTY OWNER IMPACT: 

• Allows the existing buildings to remain in place without 
encroachment into the existing GLO easements. 

 
There are three parcels included in this abandonment application.  All three of 
the parcels have structures that encroach within the existing GLO easements. 
 

IMPACT ANALYSIS Departmental Responses. 
City Department/Division participants concur with this abandonment request. 
See Department Issues Checklist (Attachment #1).   
 
The City has obtained the necessary public right-of-way for the adjacent streets 
45 feet along N. 92nd Street and 55 feet along E. Raintree Drive.  The existing 
GLO easements are not needed for the City’s street system or to provide access 
to adjacent parcels.   
 
Community Involvement.   
The City installed signage at the roadway alignments alerting neighbors in the 
area of the request.  Surrounding property owners within 750-feet have been 
notified by the applicant through first class mailing.  At the time of writing this 
report, city staff has receive one citizen comment.  Please see Attachment 9.  
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended Approach:  
Staff recommends approval. 
 

RESPONSIBLE 
DEPT(S) 

Planning and Development Services Department 
 

STAFF CONTACT(S) Dan Symer 
Senior Planner 
480-312-4218 
E-mail: dsymer@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
 





CASE 6-AB-2006 
 

Department Issues Checklist 
 
Transportation 

    Support 
The City has obtained the necessary public right-of-way for the adjacent streets – 45 feet 
along 92nd Street and 55 feet along Raintree Drive.  The existing GLO easements are not 
needed for the City’s street system or to provide access to adjacent parcels.   
 
Trails 

    Support 
 
 
Adjacent Property Owner Notification 

    Support 
 
 
Public Utilities 

    Support 
 
 
Emergency/Municipal Services 

    Support 
 
 
Water/Sewer Services  

    Support 
 
 
Drainage 

    Support 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Attachment #1 
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Scottsdale Foothills Condominiums 6-AB-2006
G.I.S. ORTHOPHOTO 2003

Legend
GLO Easement to be Abandoned

Site
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City Notifications – Mailing List Selection Map
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6-AB-2006
Labels pulled 3/30/06

Scottsdale Foothills Condominiums

Map Legend:

Site Boundary

Properties within 750-feet

Additional Notifications:

• Interested Parties
• Ladera Vista Homeowners 
Association
• Montage I & II
• Scottsdale Vista North 
Townhomes Association
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